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Parshas Balak

Never 53y Never

V/4

H ashem opened the mouth of the
donkey and it said to Bilaam, ‘What
have | done to you that you struck me
these three times?”” (Bamidbar
22:28). This was an awesome miracle,
which went totally against the laws of
nature. This miracle was so unique
that it needed to be created during the
six days of creation (Pirkei Avos 5:6).
Who was deserving of such a miracle
and why was it performed? Bilaam
HaRasha (the evil one). The Tanna in
Pirkei Avos (5:19) describes Bilaam as
being jealous, craving honor, and
having lust for pleasures, three of the
worst possible qualities of a human
being. In addition to that, he defied
Hashem’s will by going to curse the
Jewish people. He continually
ignored Hashem’s attempts to
convince him to stop his evil ways.
We might think that a person such as
this is lost. There is no hope for him.
Give up on him. The Sforno disagrees.
“Hashem opened the mouth of the
donkey.” Why? In order to arouse
Bilaam to do feshuva (repent). To
show him that Hashem gives the
power of speech. He can also remove
the power of speech. All this was
done in order to avoid having to
destroy Bilaam. Although he was so
evil, Hashem did not give up on him.
On the contrary, He performed a
tremendous miracle to attempt to
save him.

(Kina'erlach ...

Never say that you will never change.
You may have done an aveyrah (sin)
100 times. So what? Now is the time
to change, before you do it the 10T°
time. Bilaam committed some of the
worst aveyros possible. Hashem did
not give up on him. He does not give
up on you, and therefore you should
not despair either. Similarly, do not
give up on others. This may be the
time that they change. All they need
is a little encouragement from you.
Help yourself and help them. Never
say never.

Who is Your Teacher?
Aviaham or Bilaam?

7—he Mishna in Pirkei Avos (5:19)

writes that one who has the three
character traits of “a good eye”, “low
spirit”, and “low physical desires” is a
student of Avraham Avinu. “A good
eye” means that the person looks
favorably on another's possessions.
He is not jealous. “A low spirit”
characterizes a humble person. One
who has “low physical desires” is
happy with his standard of living.
One who has the opposite character
traits of jealousy, craving for honor,
and lust for pleasures is a student of
Bilaam HaRasha. Rashi writes that
Bilaam wanted to put an ayin hora
(evil eye) on the Jewish people. His
craving for honor is exhibited by the
fact that he wanted to travel in grand
style, with the most prestigious
officers that Balak could send. His
allusion to a house filled with silver
and gold shows his desire for physical
pleasures. The students of Avraham
Avinu have a good life in this world
and in the next world. The students
of Bilaam suffer in the next world.
Some say that they do not enjoy this
world either. The Mishna is telling us
the great reward that we will receive
if we are like Avraham Avinu.

(Kinderlach ...
When our brother or our friend
receives a gift, who are we going to
be like? Are we going to be like
Bilaam and be jealous, or be like
Avraham Avinu and be happy for
him? Are we going to be like Bilaam
and do things just for recognition, so
others will notice? Or, are we going
to be like Avraham and do what is
right and not worry about the
honor. When Imma says no more
treats are we going to complain that
we want more like Bilaam? Or are
we going to be happy with what we

have, like Avraham?

Not A Burden

/ nstead of cursing the Jewish people,

Bilaam blessed us. “He did not see
any struggling in Israel” (Bamidbar
23:21). How could he say that the
Jewish people do not struggle? We
learned just a few weeks ago in
parshas Bechukosai that we must toil
in Torah (omel/ batorah). To learn
Torah properly you must struggle.
The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh explains
that although we work hard, it does

not feel like a burden. When you are
working at something, that you love
and you know that it is worthwhile,
you do not feel strained. On the
contrary. It is your greatest pleasure
and enjoyment to work hard. You
express your creativity and feel great

accomplishment. Toiling in Torah
learning is not a burden. It is our
privilege.

th

Do you remember last year’s summer
vacation? I'm sure that there were
lots of preparations. Packing the
clothes, food, and toys take time.
Schlepping the suitcases, making the
reservations, packing up the car, and
preparing the house. The list is
endless. Does anyone ever say, “Oy
vey, vacation is such a struggle?” Of
course not. Vacation is a pleasure.
Sure it is hard work. But that hard
work is for a good purpose. The
whole family goes away together,
sees some new sights, and gets plenty
of rest and relaxation. This builds
family unity, and everyone arrives
back home refreshed with new
energy for school and their jobs. The
hard work is anything but a struggle.
So too with Torah and mitzvos. Sure
they are hard work. But they are not
a struggle. Our Torah learning keeps
the world going and is a source of
blessing in our lives. Mitzvos bring us
closer to Hashem and earn
tremendous rewards for us. How
could anything so important and
satisfying be a struggle?
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