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Shalom Yoni! How was school today?”

“Not so good.”

“Oy vey, Yoni. | am sorry to hear that.
What happened?”

“Do you remember the test that | studied
so hard for last week?”

“The one on Chumash Parashas Va’eira?”
“Yes, that’s the one. | studied and re-
viewed my hardest — at least seven hours.”
“That’s great, Yoni.”

“It might sound great, but | only got a 75
on the test. 1 was so disappointed. My
friend Sruli told me that he only studied
two hours, and he got a 95. What can |
do Abba? I'll never be as good as Sruli.”
“Yoni, dear, | understand how you feel.
Come let me give you a big hug. Every-
one wants to get the best grade in the
class. However, you should know some-
thing. You did just fine. I'll even bring
you a proof from this week’s parasha.”
“Really? Show me Abba.”

“Look at this verse, ‘This was Aharon and
Moshe ...’ (Shemos 6:26). The Torah is
listing all of the sons and grandsons of
Yaakov Avinu. Rashi takes note that the
Torah mentions Aharon’s name before
Moshe. This is not unusual. In many
places, Moshe is mentioned first, and in
many places, Aharon is mentioned first.
Why? To teach us that they carried equal
weight (as far as their spiritual level).”
“That is surprising. Our teacher said that
Moshe was the Prince of all prophets, the
only one who spoke with Hashem face to
face. How could Aharon be on the same
level?”
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Excellent, Yoni. Rav Moshe Feinstein,

is astounded by the very same question.
See, you know the Chumash better than
you think.”

“Thank you Abba. What is Rav Moshe’s
answer?”

“He explains that Aharon performed his
service to Hashem perfectly. All of his
days, he did what Hashem asked of him
to the best of his abilities. One cannot do
any better than that. His younger brother
Moshe had greater abilities; therefore,
more was demanded of him. Moshe did
indeed do more than Aharon, however
they were equal in the sense that they
both served Hashem with all of their
koach (strength).”

“I see, Abba.”

“Therefore, | am telling you Yoni dear,
that you are the best. If you studied your
hardest for that test, then you got 100%!
You used all of your koach. You can’t do
any better than that.”

“Abba, that makes me feel good, how-
ever, the other boys get all the glory.”
“My dear Yoni, listen to what Rav Moshe
says. After 120 years, in the Olam HaEmes

(World of Truth), we see that our world is
upside down. Some of those who are on
top over here, are low over there. And
some of the people who are perceived as
low over here, are on top over there.”
“How, Abba?”

“Those who tried their hardest are really
on top. They may not have scored the
highest on the test, but they really got
100% in their Avodas Hashem. Others
who scored very well on test may be very
intelligent. They may not need to use all
of their abilities to get a perfect grade.
Therefore, they are not serving Hashem
with 100% of their abilities. In the Olam
HaEmes, they did not get a 100%. There-
fore, they are not on top.”

“Amazing, Abba. So | really did get
100%.”

“Beyond the shadow of a doubt, Yoni.
You really are the best, and I'm very
proud of you.”
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i We all have to be “the best”. How is that
i possible? There is only one “the best”.

i Everyone else is at best, second best.

: However, in Avodas Hashem, everyone

i can be “the best”. Because “the best”

i means the best youthat you can be.

i Hashem gave everyone different talents

: and strengths. Some people are smarter,

i some people are stronger, some people

t are taller, and some people are more

i creative. Each has his own abilities; there-
: fore, each has his own way to serve

i Hashem. Hashem wants you to do your
best, with the gifts that He gave you. Then
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you will be “the best”. 100% all the way.
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Thunder

The noise was deafening. The likes of

which had never been experienced in
Mitzraim before. This was thunder. Not
ordinary thunder, but the thunder of a
makko (plague) from Hashem. Why did
Hashem bring this punishment upon the
Mitzrim? We know that all of the makkos
were middah kineged middah (measure
for measure) in proportion to the sins
that the Mitzrim committed. The Keli
Yakar explains that Pharaoh did not want
to listen to the pleasant voice of Hashem.
He asked Pharaoh to let the Jewish peo-
ple go. What was Pharaoh’s response?
“Who is Hashem that | should heed His
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There are times when being busy is good.
¢ If you are traveling on a boat, you want = :
i the motor to be very busy, running as fast :
i as possible to get you to dry land. How-  }
i ever, the captain needs to check the bear- :
i ings from time to time, and steer the boat :
i in the right direction. Similarly, we want i
1 to be busy doing mitzvos. We want to

: keep the mitzvah motor running. How-
ever, we also need to take time out and

i talk with our parents about big things. We
i need to make sure that we are going in
the right direction. Are we in the right

: class? Do we have the right friends? Are

i our after school activities right for us?

: Take the time to make sure you are steer-
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voice to send out Israel?” (Shemos 5:2).
Not only did Pharaoh not listen, he spoke
loshon hora about his Creator. He did
not listen to the pleasant voice, therefore
he must hear the terrifying voice. Pharaoh
heard the voice. “This time | have sinned;
Hashem is the Righteous One, and | and
my people are the wicked ones” (Shemos
9:27). Moshe responded, “Pray to
Hashem”. Do teshuva, correct your ways,
and the thunder will cease.
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i Hashem can speak to us in many ways. He
can speak nicely, telling us about all of the
: rewards that we will receive for doing His
i mitzvos, and the punishments for ignoring
them. We read this twice each day in the

: second paragraph of the Kriyas Shema. If
1 we are smart, we will listen to His voice. If
i not, then He must speak to us with a

i harsher voice. We have all heard the thun-

der in our days. Now is the time to listen.
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Busy, Busy, Busy

A slave has no free time. Pharaoh put

the Jewish people to work day and night.
Gathering straw, kneading it, forming it
into bricks, building buildings, was all
hard, time-consuming work. They had no
free time to rest. More importantly, they
had no free time to think. The Mesillas
Yesharim (Chapter 2) explains one of the
reasons for this. A person with no time to
think cannot plot against the king. He is
too busy to fully grasp the desperation of
his situation, or to contemplate how to
escape his plight. The Mesillas Yesharim
points out that this is one of the tactics of
the Yetzer Hara (Evil Inclination). He
keeps us busy, busy, busy. We have no
time to introspect and consider if we are
going on the right path. If we would stop
and think, then we would realize the
areas that we need to improve, and we
would act. Therefore, he keeps us busy.

RN AN EE AR AR ERANAEERARSARSEREEEEESESERSEESEEEEEEE .

ing yourself in the right direction.
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